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Minutes of an ordinary meeting of Fairfield Parish Council held in  
Fairfield Community Hall on Thursday 8th December 2022 at 7:00 pm 
 

Councillors present: N Andrews (NA) (Chair), BE Dack (BD), P Daffarn (PD), A Hopkins (AH),  
A Papakosta (AP),  S Reader (SR) and N Reynolds (NR) 
 

Officer present: Katrina Henshaw (KH). 
 

Also present for all or part of the meeting: Ward Members Councillors S Dixon (SD) and two members 
of the public. 

 

213 Apologies for Absence 

213.1 Apologies for absence were received from Ward Members Councillors B Saunders (BS) and  
N Harris (NH) 

 

214 Chair’s Notice 

214.1 FPC’s statement on commitment to openness and transparency was presented alongside the 
meeting sign-in sheets and is also available on FPC website. The members of public present 
confirmed they had read the statement.  

214.2 The Chair reminded everyone that under FPC’s policy of transparency and openness, permission 
needs to be requested if anyone wants to record part of whole of the meeting.  

 

215 Disclosures of Interest and Dispensation requests 

215.1 No declarations of interest were received. 

215.2 No written requests for dispensations for declarable interests. 

215.3 No other requests for dispensation were granted. 

 

216 Council Minutes 

216.1 Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on Thursday 10th November 2022 had been circulated to all 
Councillors and it was 

RESOLVED 

That these minutes be agreed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings and be duly 
signed by the Chair. 

 

217 Public Participation Session  

217.1 No resident requested to speak. 

 

218 Planning Applications 

218.1 CB/TRE/22/00625 Orchard at Fairfield Hall Kingsley Avenue  
Works to trees protected by a Tree Preservation Order MB/TPO/10/00010: various works to 
various trees to include shortening of branches, reducing weigh by thinning, removing deadwood 
and general pruning. 
FPC has no comments on this as FPC is the applicant and will leave it to the CBC Tree Officer to 
carry out appropriate investigations. 
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218.2 CB/22/04606/LB 4 Fairfield Mews 
Listed Building: Removal of internal partition forming dressing area to Master Bedroom to enlarge 
Bedroom 3. Infill of existing door opening (not original) forming access to dressing area from 
Master Bedroom. 
FPC had no objections. 
 

218.3 There were no other urgent planning applications. 

 

219 Planning Decisions 

219.1 CB/22/03797/FULL 4 Fairfield Mews 
Loft conversion with 4No. Velux conservation roof windows. 
FPC had no objections to the basic principle of the application based on the information available 
and providing there are conditions that the construction complies with the Fairfield Neighbourhood 
Plan Design. FPC has not commented on the listed building consent and will leave it to CBC and 
English Heritage to carry out appropriate investigations. 
This application was withdrawn 15th November 2022. 
 

219.2 CB/22/03798/LB 4 Fairfield Mews 
Listed building: Loft conversion with 4No. Velux conservation roof windows. 
FPC had no objections to the basic principle of the application based on the information available 
and providing there are conditions that the construction complies with the Fairfield Neighbourhood 
Plan Design. FPC has not commented on the listed building consent and will leave it to CBC and 
English Heritage to carry out appropriate. 
This application was withdrawn 15th November 2022. 

 

220 Planning Appeal 

220.1 CB/21/03786/VOC 7 Burton Close 
Variation of Condition 3 of planning permission CB/20/03325/FULL (Proposed single storey side 
extension) One number skylight built not the two number skylights approved, skylight height 
reduced. 
The decision against this appeal has been received as ‘Allowed with Conditions.’ This application 
can be viewed on the CBC website by entering the application reference 21/03786. 
 

221 Fairfield Design Guide 

221.1 The Working Group are arranging a meeting to discuss what items need to be added to the Design 
Statement. Action: NR/BD/AH/SR  

221.2 Councillor Dixon is arranging a meeting between FPC and CBC Planning Officers regarding 
planning permission for solar panels. Action: SD 

 

222 Central Bedfordshire Council Ward Members Report 

222.1 Councillor Dixon advised that CBC was looking at ways to involve and change the importance of a 
NHP to give more power to local communities. He explained there are many aspects of the 
Levelling Up and Regeneration Bill, but the objective was to drive local growth, empowering local 
leaders to regenerate their areas. 

The Rights of Way Officers are currently updating the Definitive Map, and this has delayed the 
decision on Kingsley Avenue. A decision is expected in Q1 2023. 

Councillor Ian Dalgarno has been appointed as the new Deputy Police and Crime Commissioner 
for Bedfordshire, so part of his portfolio has changed. Councillor Dixon now has Public Protection 
added to his portfolio. 

CBC is offering residents support with the cost of living. Details of this is on the CBC website but 
additional information will be sent to residents and councils via email and social media. 

222.2 Sewerage pump at Fairfield Gardens – CBC Planning Officer has advised that the planning 
conditions only stipulated one pump. However, best practise states that there should be a  
back-up. CBC is currently looking into this. 
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222.3 Upgrading/improving the cycle path between Eliot Way and the Stotfold underpass – Councillor 
Harris is working with CBC to look for ways to improve this cycle path. Councillor Dixon advised 
that CBC is looking at ways to solve the ongoing flooding problem in the underpass. 

222.4 Councillor Dixon advised CBC is currently putting together a plan for proposed road safety in 
Fairfield and this will be sent to FPC for comment.  

222.5 The renewing of the 20 mph signs on Dickens Boulevard will be included in the plan mentioned in 
222.5. 

222.6 Councillor Dixon agreed to send a summary of the current status of roads around Fairfield. He 
reminded FPC that it was the developers, responsibility to get the road to the required standard for 
adoption and to then ask CBC to consider them for adoption. 

Councillor Dixon confirmed that the roads in Fairfield Gardens are not planned for adoption but are 
required to be to Highways adoptable standard. It was agreed that Councillors Andrews, Dack, 
Hopkins and Reynolds would form a Working Group to help Fairfield Gardens Steering Group with 
this matter. Action: NA/BS/AH/NR 

It was also agreed for Councillor Dixon the make Richard Fuller, MP aware of this. Action: SD 

 

223 Community Hall 

223.1 Quotations were received from Smyths Decorating Limited and Stewart Littlefair for painting the 
external doors and windows. CJ Hubbard declined to quote. Following a discussion, it was agreed 
to seek two additional quotes from commercial companies and defer the decision to either the 
January or February meeting. The clerk to contact HJ Haywood and Son Ltd and TS White 
Decorating. Action: KH 

 

224 Parking in Nickleby Way during school drop off and pick up times 

224.1 The current ongoing issues in Nickleby Way caused during school pick-up and drop-off times were 
discussed. Councillor Dixon advised that CBC would have powers to stop people parking there 
once it was adopted. In the meantime, it was agreed to consider allowing parents/guardians to use 
the Community Hall car park at these times. Councillors Hopkins and Reader to discuss with the 
Community Hall Working Group before any decision can be made. Action: AH/SR 

It was also agreed to look at ways to encourage children to walk/cycle to school and discuss this 
with the school. Councillor Dixon agreed to ask if this could be included in the road safety plan 
mentioned in item 222.4.  Action: SD 

 

225 Remembrance Sunday – Sunday 13th November  Urban Park 3 pm 

225.1 The annual Remembrance Sunday was well attended and went well. Prior to the event the Fairfield 
WI had been knitting and selling their wares for The Royal British Legion. This raised £112 and 
was given to the Parish Council to add to their collection. The combined total raised was £324.79 
and it is suggested that the Parish Council makes this figure up to £500. FPC discussed this 
suggestion and with a unanimous vote it was 

RESOLED 

That FPC would donate £175.21 and send a total of £500 to the Royal British Legion. 

The clerk to arrange payment. Action: KH 

The clerk to send a letter of thanks to the WI. Action KH 
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226 Christmas Lights Switch-On – Sunday 27th November  

226.1 This was a very successful event and Councillor Andrews expressed special thanks to the 
Community Trust team for all their help in making it as successful as it was. It was agreed that FPC 
would send a letter of thanks to the team. Action: KH 

There was a big turnout of residents, The lights were switched on by Ann Parsons, the retiring and 
much-loved Road Crossing Officer. There were several entertainment groups, including Fairfield 
Lower School, entertaining the crowds. £160 was raised to help fund the cost by charging food 
vendors and bars; this money will go back into FPC entertainment budget.  

It has been suggested that FPC need to learn to use the current FPC equipment as it was not loud 
enough for the amount of people and general noise of the event. Alternatively, a professional pa 
system and/or sound engineer may be needed for future years. Action: NA/ SR 

Community Groups raised approximately £1,000 across the three groups for their own individual 
funds, and this will be used for the benefit of Fairfield. 

Sadly, since this event, there has been some deliberate damage done to the tree and lights. This 
has been reported to the police and FPC has requested the tree is repaired.  

 

227 Carol Singing – Saturday 10th December or Sunday 11th December  

227.1 This event has been cancelled. 

 

228 December Christmas events – Monday 19th December 

228.1 All tickets have been sold for the two performances of ‘Rosie Reindeer and The Christmas Wish 
Musical Show’ by Imajica Theatre Company CIC. It is expected that the deposit of £425 that FPC 
paid will be paid back as the ticket sales should cover all costs of the event.  

 

229 2023 Events 

229.1 It was agreed that FPC will purchase a card reader to accept donations for future events. 
Councillor Dack to present a proposal for the one to purchase at the January meeting. Action: BD  

 

229.2 It was agreed to look at holding the following events for 2023. 
 

• Quiz Night – March estimated cost £300. 

• Coronation – Monday 8th May estimated cost £5,000. 

• Apple Day – Saturday 16th September estimated cost £1,500.                     

• Lights Switch-On (to include a Christmas Carol Concert) – Sunday 26th November 
estimated cost £1,300. 

• Christmas Show – Monday 18th December. FPC to fund deposit which will be returned if 
sufficient tickets are sold. 
 

It was agreed to try and book Sundown Cinema for Monday 8th May at a cost of £2,500 
approximately. Action: NA 
 

It was agreed to look at booking someone for the Christmas Carol Concert at a cost of £250 
approximately. Action: NA/SR 
 

It was also agreed to look at having a Diwali Laser Show in 2024. 
 

It was agreed to look at ways to fund the above events as the costs exceeded the £6,000 budget 
agreed at the FPC meeting held on 10th November 2022 (item 191.5). Action: ALL 

 

230 Proposed Garden of Remembrance and Allotments 

230.1 The Reptile Survey has been completed. CDS is now waiting for Maydencroft to clear the site to 
the remaining surveys can be completed. The clerk to ask Maydencroft to confirm date of 
clearance. Action: KH 
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231 Orchards  

231.1 The Tree Survey has been sent to FHMC and they have applied for planning permission to do the 
work.  

 

232 Fairfield Tree Audit 

232.1 Councillor Reynolds (Lead), Hopkins and Papakosta will arrange a meeting in 2023. 

 

233 Bowls Club / Cricket Club Car Park 

233.1 This has now been completed. 

 

234 Cricket Club Pavilion 

234.1 The Cricket Club has received a grant from the ECB for £8,000 and will be using £4,000 of its own 
funds. FPC to therefore pay £4,000 towards this project. (FPC agreed to match every £ the Cricket 
Club raises with a £ up to a maximum of £5,000 – see item 164.1 13th October 2022). 

234.2 The Cricket Pavilion has been damaged by youths on Friday 26th November. There was a lot of 
damage that will also need repair. Police were informed and attended. The Cricket Club is looking 
at ways to improve security and also to use the pavilion more, especially during the winter months. 

 

235 Matched Funding – Improvements to Hitchin Road 

235.1 FPC is waiting for CBC to conduct a speed survey to see if an additional device can be located to 
the north of the Eliot Way roundabout, just south of Beatrice Place facing the southbound traffic. 

 

236 Talk on Road Safety with Fairfield Lower School 

236.1 Councillor Dack attended the Ruskin Drive and Dickens Boulevard campuses of Fairfield Lower 
School to talk to three classes about Road Safety. The children asked a number of diverse 
questions and also offered some suggestions of their own to improve road safety. 

The two Dickens Boulevard classes were very keen to see better signage near the school for both 
motorists and children. 

 

237 Road Crossing Officer 

237.1 CBC has advertised the vacancy. Prior to the start of this meeting FPC thanked Ann for all her 
work and presented her with a card and profession photo of her working. 

 

238 Bedfordshire Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Training 

238.1 Councillor Reynolds attended this training on 17th November 2022. 

 

239 Crime figures 

239.1 During November there were three crimes in Fairfield. These were for:- 
 

• Assault without injury 

• Public fear, alarm or distress. 

• Other theft 

 
240 Speed Watch Figures 

240.1 There were no Speed Watch sessions held in Fairfield during November. Throughout Bedfordshire 
there were 137 sessions with 411 letters being issued. 55 of the sessions were from Speed Watch 
Groups and 82 were from Bedfordshire Borough Speed Awareness Vehicle. 
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241 Finance 

241.1 The bank statements were received and approved. The Chair was authorised to sign them. 

241.2 Bank reconciliation to 30th November 2022 

 

Where the money is Value 

Unity Trust £85,993.27 

Cash Plus Card £238.23 

Petty Cash £0.00 

The Cambridge Building Society £85,075.22 

United Trust Bank £85,983.04 

Total Money  £257,289.76 (1) 

 

Cash Book  

Total Receipts £118,974.27 

PLUS, balance carried over 1st April 2022 £205,094.81 

LESS Total Payments £66,779.32 

Total Money in cash book £257,289.76 (2) 

 
The following bank reconciliation was received and approved. The Chair was authorised to sign it. 

As (1) and (2) are equal there are no issues to report. 
 
 

241.3 Receipts 

From whom Description Total 

HMRC Q2 VAT Refund £2,392.79 

Residents and WI Donations for The Royal British Legion £324.79 

Total £2,717.58 
 

Payments 

To whom Description Total 

Katrina Henshaw November wages  £874.26 

HMRC November Tax £304.01 

M & G Wealth  Clerk’s Pension – November £150.00 

EE Mobile phone – November £13.12 

Mail Chimp Monthly subscription £29.40 

Fairfield Community Hall Scout rent – November £692.00 

Printed Easy Order of Service for Remembrance Sunday £90.00 

Amazon Stationery £10.30 

Shutterstock Pictures for publicity £25.20 

The National Allotment Society Annual Membership £66.00 

Gail Andrews Reimbursement for cables £45.90 

Total £2,300.19 
 

It was 

RESOLVED 

That payments of £2,300.19 be paid and receipts of £2,717.58 was noted.  
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242 Correspondence 

242.1 CBC – Warm Spaces. 

242.2 CBC – Cost of Living Support Leaflets. 

242.3 Bedfordshire Schools Trust – BEST Two-Tier Update - Issue 6. 

242.4 Resident – Requesting an area to dispose of Christmas Trees. It was agreed to have two 
designated areas again this year and to ask Hislop & Co Horticultural Ltd to recycle the trees 
again. Councillor Dack to arrange the signs. Action: BD. 

It was agreed to include advise residents (newsletter, website, and Facebook) details of these 
areas, the CBC collection, and the Garden House Hospice collection. Action: BD / KH   

242.5 There was no other urgent correspondence. 

 

243 Any other business 

NB  This is for exchange of information only. No discussions can take place, nor can any decisions or 
actions be agreed at this time. 

243.1 There was no other business. 

 

244 Date of next meetings 

244.1 The next Parish Council meeting will be held on 12th January 2023 at 7.00 pm in the Community 
Hall. 

 

Meeting closed at 9.10 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Glossary of acronyms 

BEST   Bedfordshire Schools Trust 
CBC    Central Bedfordshire Council 
ECB   England and Wales Cricket Board 
FPC   Fairfield Parish Council 
NB   Nota bene (Latin phrase meaning 'note well’) 
NHP   Neighbourhood Plan 
Pa system Public address system 
Q1 2023 Quarter 1 of 2023 (January, February, and March)   
WI    Women’s Institute 
     
 


