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Dear stakeholder 
 
Shefford & Stotfold Cluster – launch of Statutory Notices for feedback 
  
Following the public consultation on the ‘Schools for the Future’ plan for schools in the 
Shefford, Stotfold and surrounding area we are now progressing to the Statutory Notice 
stage for feedback.  
  
We received over 1,400 responses to the consultation over the winter.  There was strong 
support for a long term plan (95%) and coordinating change across the locality (91%), but 
there were mixed comments about the timing of changes and some other concerns.  
Consideration of this feedback has led to the Council facilitating further discussions with the 
schools in the area.  These discussions have led to a revised plan. The revised plan will still 
see schools in the area change to a two-tier system to allow expansion to accommodate new 
school places.  We know that the Shefford, Stotfold and the surrounding area is set to grow, 
with some 5,400 new homes being built over the next 10 to 15 years.  This will clearly impact 
on our schools and we estimate that we will need an extra 3,500 places across our schools.  
That is why this plan is so important. 
  
The revised plan is summarised below:  
  

• Henlow changes to secondary in 2021 and its feeder schools (Meppershall, Langford, 
Derwent, Clifton, All Saints and Raynsford) change to primary at the same time. 

• Robert Bloomfield and Samuel Whitbread to come together as a 0-18 all through 
school from 2023, to include: 

• 7FE secondary school 
• 5FE primary school 

• Shefford Lower and Roecroft Lower to become 2FE primary schools in 2023. 
• All other lower schools convert to primary in 2023. 
• Pix Brook and Etonbury to become secondary schools in 2023. 

  
As you will be aware, the Council is required by the Department for Education, to undertake 
a statutory consultation for all changes to council-maintained schools that meet the relevant 
criteria. The relevant statutory notice has been published and we are inviting feedback from 
the public and all stakeholders on the proposed changes. 
  
You can read more about the specific changes in the full statutory document and give your 
feedback online at www.schoolsforthefuture.co.uk/shefford-stotfold 
  
As the Council is not the decision maker for proposed changes to academies, the 
consultation will not invite responses to these changes. The document will, however, 
include a list of the changes that are proposed for each academy in order to provide a 
complete picture across the area. Anyone who wishes to comment on the academy 
proposals will be advised to submit these directly to the academy concerned. 

http://www.schoolsforthefuture.co.uk/shefford-stotfold
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This statutory part of the consultation process will end at 5.00pm on 30 June 2020. 
  
On 30 August, the Council’s Executive will consider the results of both the ‘have your say’ 
and the statutory consultation and determine the proposals for the maintained schools. 
  
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Peter Fraser 
Assistant Director, Education 
Children’s Services Directorate 
 


