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Minutes of an ordinary meeting of Fairfield Parish Council held in  
Fairfield Community Hall on Monday 5th August at 6:00 pm 
 

Councillors present: B E Dack (Chairman) (BD), N Andrews (NA), N Reynolds (NR) and  
S Reader (SR) 

Officer present: Katrina Henshaw (Parish Clerk) (KH)  

No members of the public present. 
 

 

143 Apologies for Absence 

143.1 Apologies for absence were received from Councillor P Daffarn (PD) (prior engagement),  
A M Hunt (AMH) (holiday), S Little (SL) (holiday), and CBC Ward Members Councillors  
S Dixon (SD), N Harris (NH) and B Saunders (BS) 
 

144 Chairman’s Notice 

144.1 The chairman to confirm members of the public have read the announcement on openness and 
transparency. 

 

145 Disclosures of Interest and Dispensation requests 

145.1 No declarations of interest and no requests for dispensations were received. 

 

146 Council Minutes 

146.1 Minutes of the ordinary meeting held on Thursday 11th July 2019 had been circulated to all 
councillors and it was 

RESOLVED 

That these minutes be agreed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings and be 
duly signed by the Chairman. 

 

147 Public Participation Session for planning applications 

147.1 No members of the public were present so there were no requests to speak.  
 

148 Planning Applications 

148.1 CB/19/01875/FULL 8 Faraday Gardens. Deadline for comments to CBC is 7th August 2019. 
Part rear, part side, single storey extension. 
FPC has no objections to the basic principle of the application subject to no objections from 
neighbours and there are conditions that the construction, including the door openings, should be 
in matching materials and follow Fairfield Neighbourhood Plan Design Statement. 

It was noted that the work has already commenced and is almost complete. 
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148.2 CB/19/02033/VOC Land East of Hitchin Road and South of the Former Pig Testing 
Unit, Hitchin Road. Deadline for comments to CBC is 20th August 2019 
Variation of Condition 1 of planning permission CB/18/02526/FULL dated 23.08.18 Temporary 
access to site for access to the school. Following condition to be amended condition 1 The 
access hereby permitted shall be closed off and the land to the west of the highway boundary as 
shown in green on plan number 38149/2001/040 Rev P6 shall be fully reinstated to the Local 
Authority's written approval and the remaining land covered by the temporary access should be 
laid out in accordance with the relevant planning permission for that area within one calendar 
month of the approved school access being completed as approved and being available from 
Hitchin Road roundabout (as shown on plan 38149/C/102 Rev C1) or in any event no later than 
30/11/2020 whichever is sooner, unless before that date, the Local Planning Authority has 
granted planning permission for its retention.  

FPC has no objections providing that CBC is satisfied there is safe access to the school for 
children and adults. 

148.3 CB/18/04812/OUT Land North of Fairfield and West of Hitchin Road  
Outline application: Erection of 24 dwellings and associated access. 
CBC initially sent this application to FPC on 14th January 2019 and FPC objected to this 
application and if officers are minded recommending it for approval FPC requested it was called 
into the Development Management Committee for determination.  

Reasons / comments for objection were: - 
Drawing number 60479463-0001 is out of date and does not provide relevant information as the 
new crossing point that is adjacent to the proposed entrance to the site is not shown. 

Infrastructure – There is no additional infrastructure to support these additional homes, i.e. shop 
and surgeries. The current health services are currently oversubscribed causing longer waiting 
times at doctors.  

Traffic – The increase in vehicular traffic along the Hitchin Road and the environmental impact 
on the surrounding homes and wildlife has not been accounted for an increase in traffic volume, 
noise pollution and surface water runoff.  

Access – The new access road is positioned close to the new crossing point installed to 
safeguard pedestrians. The footpath/cycle route used by school children is interrupted by the new 
road and presents a hazard to all using this pathway which is narrow along its whole length.  

During a presentation from Homes England, FPC raised this concern about access and 
requested they contact the developer of the new site at East Lodge off Eliot Way to try and 
purchase some land to create an access road off Eliot Way (FPC October 2018 minutes item 155). 

Parking Spaces – The provision of only eight visitor parking spaces would appear to be 
insufficient for the number and size of homes and the general location of these spaces could be 
remote for those visitors, thus parking along the road will occur restricting the road width and 
increasing road hazards by parking on the road 

These along with the proposed increase of home in another local development is in excess of 40 
new home with the locality of Fairfield.  

CBC is fully aware of the recent and continuing disruption on Hitchin Road due to all the new 
developments and to grant permission for another development would show a further example of 
poor coordination. 

CBC has supplied FPC with the submitted highway drawings and the amended indicative 
masterplan. At this stage the applicant only seeks approval for the access where it adjoins the 
highway. All other elements are indicative. 

CBC has asked “Do the Parish Council have any without prejudice heads of terms for planning 
obligations (identified schemes, projects etc) should the application be supported?” CBC has also 
advised that at this stage the applicant only seeks approval for the access where it adjoins the 
highway. 
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FPC agreed that objections still stand for the reasons above. In addition, FPC has the following 
comments 

• It is safer to use the entrance off Eliot Way (via the Abbeymill development). FPC raised 
this concern with Homes England when they made a presentation at the Council meeting 
in October 2018. The proposal is effectively a blind turning as Eliot Way junction will not 
be visible from the proposed new entrance. 

• The access road could be a continuation of the road in front of the plots in the Abbeymill 
development that back onto Hitchin Road and have parking spaces in front. The Ward 
Councillor has discussed this suggestion to Abbeymill and they have indicated they are 
happy to consider a proposal. 

• FPC has continually pointed out the dangers of increase entrances onto Hitchin Road to 
CBC and strongly object to any additional entrances. 

• FPC believe that traffic projections for Hitchin Road for the various developments are 
grossly inaccurate. As a result the recent increase in volume and speed has been 
underestimated.  

The Fairfield Speech Watch Group carried out a session on the Hitchin Road by the new 
nursing home for the first time during the week of 24th May. During the hour 9 to 10 am, 
382 vehicles went through of which there were 20 speeders. A lot of vehicles were 
observed to slow down on seeing them there.  

In June 2019 there were five sessions held. 1271 vehicles went through of which there 
were 70 speeders.  

Details of future sessions will be available if you require them. 

• FPC continually challenges the accuracy of the latest speed survey and in light of all the 
new developments believe it is out of date and strongly recommend that CBC carry out a 
new survey before any decision is made.  

• FPC strongly urge CBC to reject the developers proposal on access and urge them to 
start discussions with Abbeymill over a joint access onto Eliot Way on the grounds of road 
safety. 

 

149 Planning Decisions 

149.1 CB/19/01356/LB 58 Pryor Wing, Fairfield Hall.  
Listed Building: Remove existing window/brickwork and replace with new casement door 
adapting existing opening.  
FPC objected to this application and if officers are minded recommending it for approval FPC 
requested it was called into the Development Management Committee for determination. 
Reasons were 
1. UPVC not in keeping with the Grade II listed building 
2. Clause 7.8(a) of the Hall Lease states that the tenant undertakes not to cut, maim or injure 

the structural parts, roofs or walls of the property or make any structural alterations or 
additions to the property. 

Comments were 
1. FPC is unaware of any previous successful application that is referred to. 
2. FPC has been advised that all alterations to the Hall would require the written permission of 

the freeholder, FHMC, CBC English Heritage and every single leaseholder. 
CBC granted listed building consent 22nd July 2019 

 

149.2 CB/19/01729/FULL 77 Bronte Avenue.  
Single storey side and rear extension. 
FPC had no objections to the basic principle of the application subject to no objections from 
neighbours and there are conditions that the construction, including the door openings, should be 
in matching materials and follow Fairfield Neighbourhood Plan Design Statement. 
CBC granted full planning permission 24th July 2019 
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149.3 CB/TRE/19/00219 Land West of East Lodge  
Works to tree protected by a tree preservation order: to Prune 3 Sycamores T173 T174 T175 & 
T176 Ash Tree. 
FPC had no comments on this application and left it to the CBC Tree Officer to carry out 
appropriate investigations. 

 CBC granted Preserved Tree Consent 9th July 2019 

150 Date of next meeting 

150.1 The next Parish Council meeting will be held on 12th September 2019 at 7.00 pm for planning and 
7.30 pm for all other matters. 
 

Meeting closed at 6.20 pm 

 

Glossary of acronyms 
 

CBC   Central Bedfordshire Council 
FPC  Fairfield Parish Council 
UPVC   Unplasticised Polyvinyl Chloride 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


