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FAIRFIELD GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE PLAN
Introduction:
The Fairfield Green Infrastructure (GI) Plan is one of more than 35 Town and Parish GI
Plans to have been produced across Central Bedfordshire.
The production of the Fairfield Parish GI Plan has been funded by Central Bedfordshire
Council (CBC) and facilitated by Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity (BRCC).
The production of the GI Plan was requested by Fairfield Parish Council and the Fairfield
Parish Plan Steering Group; both to be a valuable tool in its own right as a planning
document, and to inform policies and objectives in the emerging Fairfield Parish
Neighbourhood Plan.
BRCC was appointed to facilitate the production of this Plan as it is a charity that works with
local communities and landowners to conserve and enhance the landscape, wildlife and
history in this area. At the heart of BRCC’s work is the belief that the best results are
achieved by empowering local communities, giving them a say in issues that affect them.
BRCC has over 60 years’ experience of community development support and facilitating
community consultation; and has nearly 20 years experience of planning and delivering
green infrastructure projects in east Bedfordshire.
The need for GI Planning has been identified at all levels, from central government, through
regional bodies (the East of England Regional Spatial Strategy and the Milton Keynes and
South Midlands Sub-Regional Strategy), to County and District or Unitary Authority levels.
The Bedfordshire and Luton Strategic GI Plan was produced in 2007 by the Bedfordshire &
Luton Green Infrastructure Consortium and the Mid Bedfordshire GI Plan was completed in
2008. Parish and Town GI Plans are a valuable tool for planners, committees, developers
and communities themselves. They can help inform important decisions and help local
people identify what is important to them, and what they would like to happen in the future.
For example, they can inform Neighbourhood Plan policies and designations, and shape the
aspirations of a non-statutory Parish Plan. Parish and Town GI Plans have been used to
support funding bids, helping people make important improvements to their local
environment, and they also provide a snapshot of the local environment.
It should be acknowledged that not all of the aspirations identified will be delivered, because
there are many other influencing factors, such as the views of landowners, existing planning
permissions and allocations, potential future land use allocations and the cost of
implementation.
The value of this GI plan lies in the fact that it has been produced by local residents for their
own community. It can help inform planning decisions and be used as a mechanism to
identify where financial benefits from development should be directed. It cannot be used as
a tool to prevent development but may influence considerations in the planning process. All
aspirations which gained community support have been included; however, it remains a
community owned document which, whilst supported by CBC, has not been formally
adopted. The plan as a whole is based on a robust approach to mapping and implementing
a high quality GI network for the existing, and future, residents of the parish of Fairfield.
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Endorsement by Fairfield Parish Council:
Fairfield Parish Council is happy to endorse this Green Infrastructure Plan, which has been
produced by current residents of the parish, for this and future generations. In endorsing this
Plan, the Parish Council confirms its support for the concept of GI Planning and the
methodology used to produce the Plan. In addition, the Parish Council will seek to be an
active partner in the delivery of this Plan, leading and assisting the implementation of those
actions which fall into the remit and plans of the Council.
The Parish Council will regularly review the Plan, reporting to the community activity
undertaken and planned, both by the Council and others, towards implementing the Plan.

Endorsement by Fairfield Parish Plan Steering Group:
Fairfield Parish and Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group are pleased to endorse this Green
Infrastructure Plan that has been produced to further explore the issues raised by residents
in the recently completed Residents Survey and subsequent Parish Plan. It has been
produced using an agreed and well developed process involving current residents in a series
of focussed working groups. As such it represents their more detailed views on how the
issues previously identified can be addressed in the future. It sets a clear plan for the future
that will be supported by Local Planning Policies in the forthcoming Fairfield Neighbourhood
Plan.

Endorsement by Central Bedfordshire Council:
Central Bedfordshire Council recognises the need to provide a framework for green
infrastructure provision in the area to meet the needs of existing and new residents and help
create sustainable communities. In 2008, Mid Beds District Council produced a district-wide
GI plan which has informed the Local Development Framework (LDF) Core Strategy and
other Local Development Documents. The production of this parish-level GI Plan for
Fairfield gives added detail and together with the views of local people adds value to, and
complements, the Mid Beds District GI Plan and the Strategic GI Plan for Bedfordshire and
Luton which was produced in 2007. All levels of GI Plan, including this Fairfield GI Plan, will
be used by the Authority in considering development proposals and assisting with the
creation of green infrastructure assets.
Support from BRCC:
BRCC will support the community of Fairfield in implementing this Plan where appropriate
and feasible, providing advice, support in securing funding and leading practical works.

2

Definition of Green Infrastructure
Green Infrastructure is the network of green spaces, access routes, wildlife habitats,
landscapes and historic features which provide:
• a healthy and diverse environment
• attractive places to live and visit
• a good quality of life
• a sustainable future
Green Infrastructure assets include:
• Accessible green space
• Country parks
• Green corridors
• Urban parks and gardens
• Habitats for wildlife including nature reserves, Sites of Special Scientific Interest and
County Wildlife Sites.
• Historic parks and gardens and historic landscapes
• Scheduled Ancient Monuments
• Waterways and water bodies, including flooded quarries
• Public rights of way and cycleways
• Allotments
• Children’s play space
• Formal sports facilities
• Cemeteries
It is important to plan the GI network in the same way that we plan other networks and
facilities, so that we can safeguard and enhance the environment and meet the needs of a
wide range of people, both now and in the future. Green infrastructure also provides social
and economic benefits, including:
•
Places that can be used as a focus for community activity and events
•
Opportunities to keep fit and healthy
•
Helps support the local economy, including village shops, pubs and B&Bs
•
Links between town and country helping people in rural areas to access facilities
•
Helps reduce the use of cars

Green Infrastructure Themes
Green Infrastructure is composed of 5 themes; landscape, history, biodiversity, access and
open space. These themes are presented separately to enable the different elements of GI
to be considered both individually in detail and as part of the integrated GI network.
The Living Networks pack of maps identifies the existing GI assets for each of the above
themes. The Living Network maps for Fairfield can be viewed at Appendix A.
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Aim of this Plan:
To identify the key existing natural, historic, cultural and landscape assets, accessible
greenspace and rights of way and to plan new features that will provide a connected
network of green infrastructure for the benefit of present and future generations.
Objectives:
To create a comprehensive document that will assist the local community to:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Protect and where possible enhance the landscape, biodiversity and the historic
environment
Improve access and links for people and wildlife
Provide a multi functional green infrastructure network
Provide a source of information and guidance for planners, landowners and developers
in formulating land use plans
Promote community involvement
Identify projects and produce an action plan to implement projects.

Links to other GI related plans
The Bedfordshire & Luton Strategic Green Infrastructure Plan
The Bedfordshire & Luton Strategic Green Infrastructure Plan (2007) identifies 11 strategic
GI corridors across the county. The parish of Fairfield lies within the ‘Ivel Valley River
Corridor’. Green infrastructure opportunities identified in the plan include addressing a deficit in
strategic accessible greenspace throughout the corridor (including Stotfold and Arlesey).
The Mid Bedfordshire GI Plan
The Mid Bedfordshire GI Plan (2008) identifies a network for protecting and enhancing GI
across the whole of the former Mid Beds District. This Network is broken down into a series
of six ‘areas’, each with an ‘Action List’ of potential projects to help deliver the Network.
Fairfield is located within the ‘Ivel Valley’ area which has a number of GI projects identified
for it. Although none of the projects lie within the parish of Fairfield, a number are of
significant relevance to Fairfield and this plan:
I.1 . Blue Lagoon – a privately owned disused chalk pit with permitted use for angling and
sailing. There is also a history of high levels of unauthorised access for other uses such as
swimming and parties especially in the summer. A detailed feasibility study has been
undertaken for use as a Country Park in an area deficient of strategic open space. A link will
be sought to the restored Arlesey landfill site.
I.3. Stotfold Green Wheel. A range of GI opportunities linked to existing features around
Stotfold; including:
3a) Etonbury Wood – extensions of woodland/accessible greenspace to east and west as
enhancements of the existing habitat/access and to prevent coalescence of Stotfold and
Arlesey.
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Stotfold GI Plan
The Stotfold GI Plan was compiled in 2009, prior to the southern part of the parish being
designated as the separate parish Fairfield in 2013. The Stotfold GI Plan identified a
number of aspirations in what is now the parish of Fairfield, the most significant of these
being:
• Widen and enhance the cycleway alongside Hitchin Rd
• Create bridleway / cycleway from the east of West Drive northwards
• Formalise public access at the Blue and Green Lagoons
• Create new Public Footpath linking Fairfield to the Blue Lagoon
• Open to the public / manage the orchards as community orchards
• Provide allotments
• Provide public access at the old cemetery site.

Arlesey GI Plan
The Arlesey GI Plan (2009) has a number of aspirations which are similar to those in the
Stotfold GI Plan:
• Create bridleway / cycleway from the east of West Drive northwards
• Create a Park at the Blue and Green Lagoons
In addition, other aspirations in the Arlesey GI Plan which are of significant relevance to
Fairfield and this GI Plan are:
• Create new Public Footpath linking Footpath 6 to the Blue Lagoon
• Upgrade West Drive to cycleway
• Create a green corridor along the northern side of West Drive

CBC Leisure Strategy
In March 2014 Central Bedfordshire Council adopted its Leisure Strategy, which comprises
three facility-based chapters and replaces the 2008 PPG17 Study. Chapter 2: the
Recreation and Open Space Strategy, focuses on the provision of nine types of open space,
which are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Countryside Recreation
Urban Parks
Informal Recreation
Large Formal Recreation Areas
Small Amenity Spaces
Facilities for Children
Facilities for Young People
Allotments
Cemeteries & Burial Grounds

Chapter 2 assessed the current provision of each of the nine open space types and, utilising
national guidance and local requirements, it established a set of local standards to guide
future provision of open space on both a strategic and local level in Central Bedfordshire.
To define open space provision on a parish level, a Parish Schedule has been created for
each parish in Central Bedfordshire. It identifies current provision, shortfalls or surpluses
against the local standards and priorities. The Parish Schedules will be published early in
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2016 following the recent final consultation with town and parish councils, and will be
updated annually to reflect changing needs and town and parish delivery priorities.
Table 1 in Appendix B shows that in quantitative terms Fairfield has a deficit in Large
Recreation Areas, Formal and Informal Recreation Spaces, Facilities for Young People and
Allotments. These are in addition to facility requirements identified by the Parish Council.
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Methodology & Community Involvement
A methodology for the production of Parish Green Infrastructure Plans was developed in
2007 and 2008 by the PGIP Working Group and endorsed by the Beds & Luton Green
Infrastructure Consortium. This standard methodology has been used in over 30 parishes
across Central Bedfordshire since then.
As with all GI Plans, two community workshops were held, to which local stakeholders and
the wider community were invited. At the first workshop (September 2015), a map pack
summarising all of the information currently known about the parish’s GI assets was
presented; and consultees were asked to use this information to identify aspirations for
enhancing and adding to the existing local GI. At the second workshop (November 2015),
these aspirations were reviewed, added to and prioritised. Between the two workshops a
drop-in session for the whole community was held (October 2015), to increase the level and
range of input into the plan.
Attendance of the 3 consultation activities totalled 80.
Across the 3 consultation activities, there was an exact 50:50 split between male and female
attendees. The gender breakdown of attendees at each activity is given below.
Workshop
1
M
F
14
10
24

Drop-in
M
16

F
14
30

Workshop
2
M
F
10
16
26

Totals
M
40

F
40
80

As with many PGIPs, the majority of attendees were over the age of 45. The age
breakdown of attendees at each activity is given below.

Activity
Workshop 1
Drop-in
Workshop 2

Under 18
M
F

18-24
M
F

25-44
M
F

45 -59
M
F

60-74
M
F

M

F

0
1
0

0
0
0

2
1
0

5
4
3

8
7
7

1
3
0

0
1
0

0
2
0
3

0
0
0
0

0
1
2
5

2
4
4
22

6
6
10
44

75+
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Total

24
30
26
80

The majority of attendees had lived in Fairfield for between 1 and 10 years, reflecting the fact
that the community is a new community. The breakdown of length of residence of attendees
at each activity is given below.

Activity
Workshop 1
Drop-in
Workshop 2

<1 yr
M
F

1-5 yrs
M
F

6-10 yrs
M
F

11-25 yrs
M
F

1
1
0

7
6
6

6
8
6

0
1
0

1
0
0
3

5
7
4
35

4
6
10
40

0
1
0
2

7

Total

24
30
26
80

GI Plan Map The map below shows the aspirations identified by the community for future provision &
enhancement of their Green Infrastructure.
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The table in the above map is repeated below for clarity, with each numbered aspiration relating to
a point on the map.
Ref

Aspiration

1
2

Create multi-user Right of Way parallel to Hitchin Road on west side of hedge
Create multi-user Right of Way from eastern end of West Drive heading north to A507 /
Arlesey FP1
Create multi-user Right of Way eastwards from Hitchin Road to link with Letchworth
Garden City Greenway
Create multi-user Right of Way parallel to Hitchin Road on west side of hedge
Create extension of Aspiration 4, south of the public house, on the eastern side of
Stotfold Road
Create multi-user Right of Way from south-west corner of Fairfield to northern edge of
Blue Lagoon, then north to Arlesey FP6
Enhance and upgrade existing route between east of West Drive and Hitchin Road to
complete cycle route around Fairfield
Install benches beside cricket pitch
Improve surface of Arlesey FP6 north of Green Lagoon to enable all year round use
Create footpath link northwards from Bronte Avenue to meet up with path through
greenspace
Create multi-user Right of Way from A507 underpass north-west to meet with Arlesey
FP1
Formalise public access at Blue Lagoon
Formalise access at Green Lagoon and enhance woodland area
Create community greenspace to include allotments, football pitch, skate-park, trim trail
/ outdoor gym and barbecue area
Create community greenspace wildflower meadow
Enhance old hospital cemetery for public access, including provision of benches
Create footpath to link bowls club to cricket club car park
Create wildflower area adjacent to Fairfield Mews and East Lodge
Protect and enhance West Orchard as an accessible community greenspace
Protect and enhance East Orchard as an accessible community greenspace
Create pedestrian crossing at Hitchin Road and associated path to Thorne’s Garden
Nursery
Retain and enhance small greenspace in south east corner of estate, between Bronte
Avenue and Fleming Drive
Improve landscaping around cricket / bowls car park
Enhance and extend tennis courts
Install bollard style lights at paths around cricket pitch, including at Aspiration 16

3
4
4a
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
A
B

Create History / Nature Trail with interpretative plaques / boards (not mapped)
Subject to implementation of other aspirations (1,2,4,10), seek to complete multi-user
Right of Way along parish boundary (not mapped)

Z

Neighbourhood Plan to include Local Green Space (LGS) Designation Policy; and to
implement designations.

Where future built developments are proposed on land where GI aspirations have been identified,
consideration should be given as to whether the aspiration(s) can be delivered either as part of a
potential built development, or whether an alternative location for the aspiration(s) can be found.
Such developments may contribute, either financially or through direct works, to the
implementation of GI aspirations.

9

Priorities:
At the final workshop, two prioritisation activities were undertaken.
Groups were asked to discuss the aspirations and identify and rank their top 5 aspirations. Top
ranked aspirations were given a score of 5 points, with the 2nd aspiration scoring 4 points, etc. The
scores from the 4 groups were then collated to give an overall list of priorities, as identified by the
groups. See below for the ranked priorities as identified by the groups.

Priority
Ranking

Aspiration
Reference

Priority Aspirations as identified by Workshop
Groups

=1

18

=1

19

3

1

4

13

=5

4

=5

24

=5

B

Protect and enhance West Orchard as an accessible
community greenspace
Protect and enhance East Orchard as an accessible
community greenspace
Create multi-user Right of Way parallel to Hitchin Road on west
side of hedge
Create community greenspace to include allotments, football
pitch, skate-park, trim trail / outdoor gym and barbecue area
Create multi-user Right of Way parallel to Hitchin Road on west
side of hedge
Install bollard style lights at paths around cricket pitch,
including at Aspiration 16
Subject to implementation of other aspirations (1,2,4,10), seek
to complete multi-user Right of Way along parish boundary
(not mapped)

Individuals were also asked to identify their top 5 priority aspirations. The purpose of this second
prioritisation activity was to ensure that quieter group members, or those whose views were in a
minority in their groups, had an equal say. Individuals were each given 5 ‘votes’ and instructed to
use only 1 vote per aspiration, to avoid skewed results. See below for ranked priorities as
identified by the individuals.

Priority
Ranking

Aspiration
Reference

Priority Aspirations as identified by Individuals

1

18

2

13

3

19

4

1

5

16

Protect and enhance West Orchard as an accessible
community greenspace
Create community greenspace to include allotments, football
pitch, skate-park, trim trail / outdoor gym and barbecue area
Protect and enhance East Orchard as an accessible
community greenspace
Create multi-user Right of Way parallel to Hitchin Road on
west side of hedge
Create footpath to link bowls club to cricket club car park

The same top 4 priorities were identified by both groups and individuals, with aspiration 18 –
relating to the West Orchard, being the top priority in both exercises.
This two-part prioritisation exercise shows a significant level of agreement between the groups and
individuals, giving a high level of confidence in the results.
In addition to the above individual priorities; an over-arching priority was agreed to seek the
designation of a number of sites as Local Green Spaces through the Neighbourhood Plan process,
subject to assessment.
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Local Green Space Designation
The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) sets out the Government’s planning policies for
England and how these are expected to be applied. A new designation to protect local green areas
of particular importance to local communities has been introduced. The Local Green Space
designation will allow communities to identify and protect areas that are of value to the community
through local and neighbourhood plans.
The designation should only be used:
• where the green space is in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves;
• where the green area is demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular
local significance, for example because of its beauty, historic significance, recreational
value (including as a playing field), tranquillity or richness of its wildlife; and
• where the green area concerned is local in character and is not an extensive tract of land.
In addition to the prioritisation of the individual aspirations, a further priority agreed at the workshop
was to consider the following sites through the Local Green Space designation process:
- West Orchard (aspiration number 18)
- East Orchard (aspiration number 19)
- New 'GI' land to the south of Fairfield (aspiration number 13)
- Old hospital cemetery (aspiration number 15)
- Green spaces including cricket club, bowls club and surrounding areas (aspiration
number 16).
The sites above are listed in order of their importance, as voted for as part of the group
prioritisation activity at the second workshop.
The Fairfield Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group are encouraged to undertake a full assessment
of these sites, alongside any others identified, against the NPPF criteria and consider designating
suitable sites through the Neighbourhood Plan.
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Create multi-user Right of Way parallel to Hitchin Road
on west side of hedge

Create multi-user Right of Way from eastern end of
West Drive heading north to A507 / Arlesey FP1

Create multi-user Right of Way eastwards from Hitchin
Road to link with Letchworth Garden City Greenway

Create multi-user Right of Way parallel to Hitchin Road
on west side of hedge

Create extension of Aspiration 4, south of the public
house, on the eastern side of Stotfold Road

Create multi-user Right of Way from south-west corner
of Fairfield to northern edge of Blue Lagoon, then north
to Arlesey FP6
Enhance and upgrade existing route between east of
West Drive and Hitchin Road to complete cycle route
around Fairfield
Install benches beside cricket pitch

Improve surface (especially eastern end) of Arlesey
FP6 north of Green Lagoon to enable all year round
use
Create footpath link northwards from Bronte Avenue
meet up with path through greenspace

1
CP

2

3

4
CP

4a

5

8

9

7

6

Aspiration

Ref

FPRA

CBC

FPC

CBC-RoW
NHDC
LGCHF
CBC(RoW)
CBC(LO)
LO
HCC
NHDC
LGCHF
CBC(RoW)
LO/ Tenant

CBC(RoW)
CBC(LO)

CBC(RoW)
CBC(LO)

Lead
Partner
[1]

12

BRCC

LCC

FPC
BRCC
EGWSG

FPC

FPC

FPC

FPC
BRCC
EGWSG
FPC

Other
Partners
[2]

M

M

L-M

H

H

H

S

M

S

M

M-L

M-L

M

L

Depends on
surfacing type
M

M

[4]

M-H

[3]

Resourcing Timescale

To pursue after land transfer is
complete

FPC to discuss with LCC after their
AGM
BRCC to discuss with CBC RoW

FPC to investigate why path and
lighting not provided under original
planning consent.

FPC to contact CBC Assets to enquire
of process required to implement
aspiration.
FPC to contact HCC / NHDC to enquire
of process required to implement
aspiration.
FPC meeting CBC to discuss, Feb
2016.

FPC to explore details of Pig Unit
planning application re path provision.

FPC to contact CBC Assets to enquire
of process required to implement
aspiration.
Long term aspiration; too early to
dictate next steps.

Next Steps

Community Priority

CP

[4] Timescale

Organisation / individual taking the lead in the planning and implementation of the aspiration (See key below table)
Other organisations to be involved in the planning and implementation of the aspiration
Likely level of funding needed: Low (achievable with no or minimal funding), Medium (achievable with moderate new
funding), High (achievable with significant new funding)
Likely date of implementation: Short 2016-17; Medium 2018-20; Long 2021+

[1] Lead Partner
[2] Other Partners
[3] Resourcing

Fairfield Green Infrastructure Plan Action Plan

Create footpath to link bowls club to cricket club car
park
Create wildflower area adjacent to Fairfield Mews and
East Lodge
Protect and enhance West Orchard as an accessible
community greenspace

Protect and enhance East Orchard as an accessible
community greenspace

Create pedestrian crossing at Hitchin Road and
associated path to Thorne’s Garden Nursery
Retain and enhance small greenspace in south east
corner of estate, between Bronte Avenue and Fleming
Drive
Improve landscaping around cricket / bowls car park

Enhance and extend tennis courts

Install lights at paths around cricket pitch, including at

16
CP
17

19
CP

20

23

24

22

21

18
CP

Enhance old hospital cemetery for public access,
including provision of benches

Formalise access at Green Lagoon and enhance
woodland area
Create community greenspace to include allotments,
football pitch, skate-park, trim trail / outdoor gym and
barbecue area
Create community greenspace wildflower meadow

Create footpath link northwards from Bronte Avenue
meet up with path through greenspace
Create multi-user Right of Way from A507 underpass
north-west to meet with Arlesey FP1
Formalise public access at Blue Lagoon

15

14

13
CP

12

11

10

9

L-M

FRPA
FPC

LO
LO
FPRA
Lo

CBC(HW)
HCC
FPRA

FPC
FPC
FPC

13

H

FoFO
BRCC
EGWSG

FPC
LO

M

M-H

L

M

M

M

FoFO
BRCC
EGWSG

FPC

FPC
LO

L-M

S-M

M-L

S

S

M-L

S

S

S

S-M

L

S-M

M-L

L-M
H

M

L

S

Depends on
surfacing type
M-H

LO
BRCC
EGWSG
LO

LO

CBC
BRCC

BRCC
EGWSG

FPC

M

FPC
FPRC

CBC(RoW)
CBC(LO)
CBC
BL(LO)
BL(Tenant)
CBC
LO
FPC

FPRA

To pursue after land transfer is
complete
To pursue after land transfer is
complete
Await assessment of new lighting on

Restoration & maintenance works
commencing Feb ’16.
Land transfers to be completed. LGS
designation to be pursued.
Restoration & maintenance works
commencing Feb ’16.
Land transfers to be completed. LGS
designation to be pursued.
Medium - Long term aspiration; too
early to dictate next steps.

To pursue after land transfer is
complete
Await outcome of planning application

Long term aspiration; too early to
dictate next steps.
To pursue after land transfer is
complete

Medium - Long term aspiration; too
early to dictate next steps.
FPC holding ongoing discussions with
CBC

To pursue after land transfer is
complete
Long term aspiration; too early to
dictate next steps.
BRCC to discuss with site managers

FPC
FNPSG
FPRA
CBC
BRCC
LO
LCC
EGWSG
HCC
NHDC
LGCHF
BL

Z
CP

CBC(RoW)
CBC(LO)
LO’s

FPC

FPC

FNPSG

14

School

FPC

L

H

L-M

M-H

HW: Highways)

BRCC
EGWSG

NHDC
LGCHF

Fairfield Parish Council
Fairfield Parish Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
Fairfield Park Residents Association
Central Bedfordshire Council
(RoW: Rights of Way
Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity
Land Owner
Letchworth Cricket Club
Etonbury Green Wheel Steering Group
Hertfordshire County Council
North Herts District Council
Letchworth Garden City Heritage Foundation
Blue Lagoon

Neighbourhood Plan to include Local Green Space
(LGS) Designation Policy; and to implement
designations.

Create History / Nature Trail with interpretative plaques
/ boards (not mapped)
Subject to implementation of other aspirations
(1,2,4,10), seek to complete multi-user Right of Way
along parish boundary (not mapped)

A

B
CP

Upgrade Public Footpath from Stotfold Rd eastward to
provide cycle link to the Letchworth Heritage
Greenway

25

Aspiration 16

S-M

L

S

M

BRCC to discuss designation process
with CBC

Long term aspiration; too early to
dictate next steps.

FPC and School to meet to discuss

West Drive; and pursue after land
transfer is complete.
BRCC to discuss with NHDC

Appendix A – Fairfield Living Networks Parish Map Pack
Contents
Green Infrastructure is a strategically planned and managed network of green
spaces, access routes, wildlife habitats, landscapes and historic features which
meet the needs of existing and new communities by providing:
•
an essential environmental foundation and support system
•
a healthy and diverse environment
•
attractive places to live and visit and a good quality of life
•
a sustainable future
Bedfordshire and Luton Strategic Green
Infrastructure Plan, February 2007
1) Context Map
2) Landscape Map
The landscape map shows the position of contours within your parish. It also shows the
areas at risk from a 1% chance flood from a river. Contours and flood zones can be useful
when creating green infrastructure corridors.
3) Biodiversity Map
This map shows the location of designated sites, important habitats and opportunities to
enhance wildlife in Fairfield parish.
Within the parish are two County Wildlife Sites (CWS) called Fairfield West Orchard CWS and
Fairfield East Orchard CWS. These were recognized as CWSs in 2010 as good examples of
Traditional Orchards. Adjoining, but outside the parish, is Blue Lagoon CWS, recognized in
1990 because it contains a water body and chalk grassland.
County Wildlife Sites are sites that have been recognized as important for wildlife when
assessed against a set of criteria. The selection guidelines consider aspects of the site such as
size, diversity, rarity, fragility, typicalness and recorded history. Recognition as a CWS does
not confer protection on the site, or right of access, however for any significant change of
land use the planning authorities will expect the wildlife interest to be taken into account
alongside other normal planning considerations. Local conservation organisations may
comment on planning applications that could affect a CWS.
Within the parish there are approximately 12 hectares of land that have probably been
grassland for around 25 years or more. The map also shows other land that appeared to be
grassland on 2006’s aerial photos, but may not have been so for long. Small areas of other
habitats have also been identified and marked on the map. Data from the Hertfordshire side
of the border were provided by the Hertfordshire Environmental Records Centre
(http://hercinfo.org.uk/).
Green infrastructure planning can help to link or buffer existing wildlife sites, providing them
with increased protection from harmful activities and making their wildlife populations more
sustainable. If you would like further information or advice about the wildlife in your parish,
please contact The Wildlife Trust (01234 364213 or bedfordshire@wildlifebcn.org). The
Bedfordshire and Luton Biodiversity Recording and Monitoring Centre (BRMC) has a wealth of
records about the species seen in your parish and is beginning to compile habitat data. If you
would like to access this resource please contact them (01234 355435 or
brmc@bedsbionet.org.uk).
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4) Historic Map
A variety of historic sites are shown on this map. Integrating these sites into green
infrastructure plans can help to preserve parish history. The numbers associated with the
site boundaries represent locations in the Historic Environment Record (HER) which is
maintained at Central Bedfordshire Council, Priory House, Chicksands. The table below gives
a brief summary of each numbered site; more details are available from the HER, along with
historic maps of your parish. Due to the scale of this map only Listed Buildings are shown,
however, there are many other historically important buildings recorded. For advice or
further information about historic areas in your parish please contact the Historic
Environment Information Officer at Central Bedfordshire Council (0300 300 6027 or
Stephen.coleman@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk or use the online Heritage Gateway
http://www.heritagegateway.org.uk).
Number

Feature

Brief Description

508

Belgic pottery and a Roman amphora found in a sand pit
perhaps indicating the site of wealthy Belgic cremation burial

659

IRON AGE & ROMAN
POTTERY, Two
Chimneys sand pit
CHURCH AT FAIRFIELD
HOSPITAL
FAIRFIELD HOSPITAL

1529

INDUSTRIAL RAILWAY

8850

CEMETERY, Three
Counties Hospital
(later Fairfield
Hospital)

16322

ISOLATION HOSPITAL
at Fairfield Hospital
LATE BRONZE AGE MID IRON AGE
OCCUPATION, Fairfield
Hospital

630

16801

16817
16866

RING DITCH, East of
Hitchin Road
LANDSCAPED
GROUNDS, Fairfield
Hospital

Church, built 1878-1879 for neighbouring mental hospital.
Large complex of elaborate buildings originally purpose built
as the Three Counties Hospital (for the mentally ill) in 18571860 to serve Beds. Herts. And Hunts. Extended 1868-70
and 1877-81. Closed in 1998 and now converted to
dwellings.
An industrial railway or tramway opened in 1857 between
Arlesey Siding Station (later Three Counties Station) on the
GNR and the Three Counties Hospital to aid its construction
and later the transport of patients. Probably fell into disuse
in the 1930's and has since been completely dismantled.
Large cemetery opened in 1860 but not consecrated until
June 1864. Extended to the east in three phases and, lastly,
once to the west, all by the middle of the 20th century.
1,617 burials between 1917 and 1974 so could have been a
similar number or more during the first 57 years. Most of the
burials were originally marked only by pegs with numbers
but these have nearly all gone (May 2013). The former full
extent of the cemetery can now only be appreciated from
historic maps and air photos: former paths and boundaries
are virtually no longer visible on the ground whilst recent
tree planting covers much of the northern third of the
cemetery with some other planting towards the south. A
group of 37 headstones near the south central edge of the
cemetery includes several staff.
Isolation Hospital built in 1878 for the Three Counties
Hospital. Grade II listed
A substantial Iron Age enclosed hilltop settlement which
appears to have been surrounded by double ditches with
roundhouses, four-post structures, pit alignments and
human remains amongst the features revealed within during
archaeological work in 2004.
Cropmarks of an isolated ring ditch on a slight rise, possibly
the remains of a Bronze Age round barrow
Landscaped grounds associated with Fairfield Hospital,
designed to aid the recovery of the patients in the lunatic
asylum. Archaeological investigations revealed evidence of
use of a steam plough on the grounds, likely to pre-date the
asylum
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Number

Feature

Brief Description

19620

MORTUARY, Fairfield
Hospital Cemetery

19621

LATE BRONZE
AGE/EARLY IRON AGE
OCCUPATION, Fairfield
Hospital
LATE IRON AGE ROMAN OCCUPATION,
Fairfield Hospital

Site of Mortuary on the southern edge of the large Fairfield
Hospital Cemetery which contains burials from 1860
onwards. Present by 1881 and still standing in the late
1960's but demolished by 1996
Ditches, pits and postholes, ring gullies, enclosure ditches
and a four-post structure dated mostly to the early Iron Age
revealed by archaeological investigations. A cremation burial
was radiocarbon dated to the late Bronze Age.
Ditches, pits and post-holes dating from the late Iron Age
into the Roman period revealed during archaeological
investigations in 1997.

19622

5) Open Space, Access and Recreation Map
This map shows the positions of open spaces (e.g. golf courses, recreation grounds or school
playing fields) within your parish. Not all of them are accessible to the public. Rights of Way
are key to providing access to open spaces within green infrastructure plans. When creating
networks, access barriers such as busy roads, would need to be considered.
Accessible green spaces - are those areas which are freely open to the public;
Formal green spaces - are those areas which have limited access or limited use; such as
sports pitches, school grounds, allotments & cemeteries;
Other green spaces - are those areas which have no public access, but contribute to the GI
network through being landscape/ biodiversity / heritage assets.
Note:
This map was used as a base map at the start of the GI consultation process. During the
consultation process it became apparent that some of the green spaces identified as
'accessible' should in fact have been identified as 'other'. This map remains as originally
presented; however, the final GI plan map (on page 8) which shows the agreed aspirations
has been amended to show the correct green space classification.
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18

19

20

21

22

Informal

Formal

Play Areas for Children

Small Amenity Spaces

Large
Recreation
Areas

Urban Parks

Countryside Recreation
Sites

Type of Open Space

0.54

1.56

6.17

0.00

n/a

n/a

Current
Provision

0.11

0.55

2.60

1.20

n/a

n/a

Standard

0.24

0.08

-0.81

-3.22

n/a

n/a

Current
Surplus /
Shortfall

0.19

-0.20

-2.17

-3.85

n/a

n/a

Future
Surplus /
Shortfall

23

Good provision,
most residents have

Some amenity
spaces well
distributed across
the settlement

Almost all residents
within walking
distance of some
informal open space

No formal recreation
area, although there
is a centrally located
cricket ground as
well as a centrally
located formal
space (classified as
formal amenity
space).

Residents have
limited access to
sites within 20 minute
catchment

Residents have
limited access to
sites within 20 minute
catchment

Accessibility

Table 1: Adequacy of Provision (balance between quantity, quality and accessibility)

Appendix B – CBC Leisure Strategy Extract

Most spaces are
new and well
maintained. All

Spaces generally
well designed with
some limited
recreation function
– seating etc.

n/a

n/a

n/a

Quality Issues

Parish Council
highlight specific

Parish Council
project to secure
land and provide a
new recreation /
sports ground.

Other Issues

Cemeteries and
Churchyards

Allotments

Facilities for Young
People

No provision

0.00

0.00

0.37

0.01

-0.99

-0.01

-1.19

-0.02
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No existing provision
therefore residents
outside of the
catchment for
existing facilities

No dedicated
facilities for young
people – residents
therefore outside
catchment area for
site

access to facilities

n/a

n/a

spaces are above
target quality
standard and most
achieve scores of
90% +.

Evidence of latent
demand – Parish
Council project to
secure land for new
allotments

Parish Council
highlight specific
need for facilities

need for play space

Good distribution of existing facilities and
sites are of high quality. Parish Council
identify requirement for additional play
areas despite reasonable distribution of
existing facilities

Lack of provision means that residents
are outside of catchment for facility and
there are quantitative deficiencies

Facilities for Young
People

Existing provision means that there is
relatively good access although there
are some quantitative deficiencies.

Informal

Play Areas for Children

Lack of formal recreation area in
settlement means that there is a gap in
provision

Formal

Large
Recreation
Areas

Some small amenity spaces due to
design of neighbourhood, provision only
slightly below target standard and
quality of facilities is above target level

No existing provision and residents
outside of desired walking distance, as
well as car travel time to urban park.

Urban Parks

Small Amenity Spaces

Residents outside of appropriate
catchment area

Key Issues

Countryside Recreation
Sites

Type of Open Space

Table 2: Key Priorities
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Priority for facilities for young people in
major and minor settlements. Lack of
provision however means that new
facilities would be of benefit.

n/a

Quality improvements

New provision

Strategy seeks to prioritise provision of
urban parks in major settlements and new
provision not required therefore. Longer
term, strategy also supports urban parks in
minor settlements but not in large villages.

Strategy priorities include identification of
potential locations for new sites, one of
which is Stotfold, located in close proximity
to Fairfield. Investment into new provision

Typology Specific Priorities

2. PC requirement for play
facilities

1. Provision of new large
recreation/ sports
ground

Key Priorities

No identified issues

No provision

No football provision, cricket facility used
by club from outside the area, tennis
courts have been built but are not a
functional facility. Bowling club

Cemeteries and
Churchyards

Outdoor Sports Facilities

4. Improvement to tennis
courts

3. Provision of new
allotments site

26

Table 2 translates the quantitative needs into the key delivery priorities which are directly influenced by the delivery priorities of the parish council.

Area would benefit from site intended as
tennis courts opening as intended

New provision required

No existing provision and Town Council
highlight demand for new facilities and
are actively sourcing a site

Allotments

For any further information please email
enquiries@fairfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk
www.fairfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk

